





BLACK DWARRF 


A London Wieekly Publication, 


EDITED, PRINTED, AND PUBLISHED, BY T. J. WOOLER, 
2, GOUGH SQUARE, FLEET STREET ; 


Where Cominunications (post paid) are requestet to 96 alidtressed. 








Cr or I a a ee es Le *a?" Be» 


a 
No. 17, Vol. \1I.}] WEDNESDAY, OCT. 15, W23. [Price 6d. 
6 PPAR RA BN eb NO NE RN SAN ORE a DR A NIT 





Saiire’s my weapon; but I'm too discreet, 
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BIRMINGHAS:t DINNER TO MR. ROBINSON 
AND THE 
UNPAID MAGISTRACY OF THE COUNTRY 














Fo the Edttor. 

At this dinner *‘ the Chancellor of the Exchequer took 
‘“ occasion to remark upon the great advantage this coun- 
“ try derived from an unpaid magistracy ; and bore testi- 
“mony tothe firmness and lemper with which the laws 
“had been administered in this town.” —See report of hie 
speech in Birmingham Gazette, Sep’. 15, 1823. 

The above observations I presume are correctly reported ’ 
and on the reading of them I was a little puzzled to under- 
stand their meaning ; and I could not avoid asking what 
oceasions were alluded to when this “firmness and tem- 
per’ were particularly displayed Was one of them that 
of the memorable riots in 1791? Did Carless, one of the 
unpaid magistrates at that time, never receive any pay 
from any quarter for his distinguished services in the 
cause of Church and King? If he did not, by what 
means were he and his family supported! Did he possess 
any property ; or had ke the repatation of possessing airy $ 
Were not people puzzled to account for Ue styte in whieh 
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he hved# Had he some woncderfui mode of creating @ 
fund for this purpose : or did he derive itfrom a seeret 
source Could ot a secretary of tue “ireasury lave en- 
lightened the public on this head? Possibly old George 
Rose could have given sonre information as to these uapard 
gentlemen? Unpaid loyalty, indeed! With these gene- 
rous and disinterested men it would be a very curious 
article. 

And, with regard to Birmingham, who were the unpaid 
magistrates at the time the poor unfortunate women, termed 
prostitutes, were hunted out of their dwellings, and their 
little miserably-earned property destroyed? What kind 
of“ firmness and temper’’ were visible upon that occasion ? 
Were any steps promptly taken to repress that riot, and 
prevent the depredations which were then committed ¢ But, 
perhaps the unpaid magistrates at that period, were regular 
church or chapel-going saints; and therefore in ordcr 
to show a due degreeof “ firmness and temper’ in a pro- 
per administration of the laws, might they not deem it 
‘ight that a‘lawless banditti, (the former supporters of 
Church and King’) should punish these poor unfortunate 
creatures :—because, forsooth, they were, in their wise and 
saintly estimation, “ miserable sinners!’? Oh, Pharisees! 
How admirable your “ temper,” and !:.w inauy other in- 
stances of this kind might be adducc* ? 

Omitting many other occasions, ww! cre Were the unpaid 
magistrates of Birmingham at the; cric(d the seeret com- 
mittee of the Elouse of Commons wiis sitting, and reported 
what ii did. ef Birmingham, about the tiae that Oliver, the 
spy, wo» there ? Where were the getivrs-up and movers 
of loyal addresses, when the town was so shamefully ca- 
lumniated, and its loyalty impeached? Dit these perso- 
nages, who upon all other occasions profess to rhound so 
much in loyalty, take any steps to remove this foul st'g- 
ma, by shewing that it was not founded on fact? Were 
any attempts made by the loyai to call a public meeting of 
the inhabitants of the town in order to correct that gross 

‘--etatement, and to prove that it was totally untrue ‘— 

>eetd magistrates (who are generally fore- 
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are they not nearly as well known there as at the public 
office in Birmingham! How came Pirmineham to be in 
the report at all; when the inhabitants were never more 
distressed, nor more peaceable’ Are these facts: or ear 
they be denied to be such 

George Edmonds! much as thou hast beea abused, 
and persecuted. i believe thou hast never been a visitor 
at the “ Holy of Holes,” near Whitehali—never, f trust, 
hadst thou auy intercourse with Oliver, at Birmingham— 
thou art not an unpart magistrate—thou art not ao eaini 
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occasion as when thy unpaid neighbour, the disinter- 
estedly loyal ‘Theodore, met and praised, and toasted, his 
old friends at the Royal Hotel! How heartily must the 
old inmates of the Treasury have laughed, after the farce 
was over! 

What a curious document would a debtor and creditor 
account of secret service money be; with an accurate list 
of the real names of all those who receive pensions ¢ How 
admirably the names of the senners and the sainis, would 
be mixed up together? And how it would delight the 
good people of England to be satisfied that a part of the 
great sum they pay for good government, was so well, 
and so usefully applicd! The true value of an unpaid 
magistracy might probably then be ascertained ! + 


A NEAR OBSERVER 











PRIVILEGES OF ENGLISHMEN. 





Many people suppose that at some no very distant pe- 
riod, England possessed a much greater share of liberty 
than is now possessed by the people of this country. The 
case, however, is otherwise. ‘The press is more fiee at 
present, than it has ever been before. It has won its 
own freedom, it is true; and it is also true that it Is not 
free by the law, but in spite of laws, which, like dead 
seare-crows, look terrible enough, but have no power to 
do mischief to the birds who are bold enough to bestow a 
little contempt of them. The following little precious 
anecdote of Mr. Justice Allybone, will shew that there 
was a period when the most slavish doctrines disgraced 
the highest authorities of England. 





+t How was Parson Hay, of Manchester, rewarded for his good 
conduct? The disinterestedness of clerical magistrates is well 


known ; and what yet may be in reserve for the liberal Parson Spry 
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LAW op Lipet.—lIt will be in the recollection of some 
of our readers, that la giving Judgment ona point of law 
which arose in the case of “ Butt v. Conant,’ and which 

was solemnly argued in the Court of Common Pleas, Mr. 
Justice Park stepped on one side to defend the conduct of 
Mr. Justice Allybone. The Learned Judge declared, that 
in his opinion, public indignation had hitherto weighed 
too heavily upon the memory of that learned personage, 
for the manner in which he had conducted himself during 
the celebrated trial of the Seven Bishops. Upon what 
grounds Mr. Justice Park formed that opinion, is best 
known to himself; but if Mr. Justice Allybone really used 
the language attributed to him on that occasion in State 
Trials, we are sure that public indignation will rest upon 
his memory as long as the love of liberty continues to be 
the inmate of an English bosom. Inthe State Trials, which 
have beeu humorously called livels upon the Judges, Mr. 
Justice Allybone is reported to have asserted that the law 
respecting libels was as follows :—< | think, in the first 
place, that no man can take upon him to write against the 
actual exercise of the Government, unless he have leave 
from the Government; but he makes a libel, be what he 
writes true or false; for if once we come to impeach the 
Government by way of argument, it is the argument that 
makes it the Government or not the Government: so that 
I lay it down. in the first place, that the Government 
ought not to be impeached by argument, nor the exercise 
of Government shaken by argument, because | can ma- 
nage a proposition in itself doubtful with a better pen than 
another man; this, say I, isa libel. Then I lay down this 
for my next position, ‘in no private man can take upon 
him to write concerning the Government at all.’’ Mr. 
Justice Park must have forgotten this notable dictum of 
his learned brother, when he volunteered a good word in 
his behalf: for, however palatable such sentiments may be 
to the members of th ‘e late Constitutional Association, we 
are sure that no English Judge of the prescut day will ever 
venture publicly to assert, or privately to defend them. 


The last sentence was written by a journalist, whose 
pen runs away with his judgment. It was not because 
Mr. Justice Park had forgotten this “ notable dictum,” 
but becaiise he ae it full in his memory, that he volun- 
teered a good werd in favour of Mr. Justice Allybone. No 
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such danguage, in the present day ;—because society 
would not tolerate such an outrage wpon decency. But 
examine al! their opinions, and speeches, with reference 
to the law of libel, and you will find these sentiments 
lurking at the botiom of all their hearts. While ministers 
of state are invested with the power of tae ae 
time-serving lawyers, into accommodating judges, the 
seniiments of Mr. “i sce Allybone will | be common. A 
Httle Liberality is affected. We are told that the law al- 
lowa fazer discussion ; but thei the overnment is to yudge 
whether the discussion be fair, or not: and its prosecution 
an imdication of its opmion which fam judges will dis- 
rage * No private man can take upon him to write con- 
cerning the government at all.”’ This is the good old star- 
chamber principle. and in all reigas, it has found trum- 
meters at the bar, and echoes onthe bench. ‘The senti- 
ments lave become harmless, because public opinion has 
denied the powerof carrying them into effect. When the 
time shall arrive, however, thatthe Cossacks shall be 
lodged in the new barracks at the King’s Mews, to ex- 
pound the code preparing by the Holy Alilance, the good 
oid times may be restored again—-a monument to Jeffries 
be erected in Westminister-Hel! : and the sentiments of 
Mr. Justice Allybone bo inthe mouths of ¢very retainer 
of the system. 


It is a netorious and a disgraceful fact, that du- 


ring a great part of the reign of Charles IL, the press 
H Fngland wa as completely under heat surveillance of 


he powers that be, as the continental press is at the pre- 
seit moment. Whio the parties where to whom that sur- 
veillance was entrusted is aot sbihane equally notorious. 
A reference to that scandalons act of Parliament which 
was passed in the 13th and 14th year of Charies Li. for regu- 
lating the press, will show that all law books were to be 
licensed iby the Lord Chancellor, or by one of the Chief 
Justices, or by the Chief Baron: that all books of history, 


or books concerning state affairs. were to be licensed by 
one of the principal Secretaries of State: ana that all books 
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concerning heraldry were to be licensed by the Earl Marshal. 
Ifa censorship be a necessary evil, such an allotment of 
its duties does not appear very unnatural: but the act goes 
on to say, that all other books, that is to say, all novels, 
romances, and faery tales, and all books about philosophy, 
mathematics, physic, divinity, and love, were to be licen- 
sed by the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, or by the 
Lord Bishop of London for the time being. It would 
seem from this specimen of legislation, that the framers of 
this curious act supposed that these two right reverend 
prelates were of all the men in the kingdoia the most con- 
versant with all matters of romance, love, and medicine.” 


All the amendments that have taken place in these 
matters are innovations, against which the loyal ought 
to take a stand. It is very monstrous, and shews the ex- 
istence of a seditious, and infidel disposition to take the 
censorship out of such qualified hands :—and every loyalist 
must sigh for the “ good old times,’ when a love-ballad 
could not be published, until my lord of Canterbury, and 
the Bishop of London, had given it their venerable sanc- 
tion. Be comforted, however, ye admirers of the British 
Constitutron! Be comforted! The Holy Alliance has 
taken your lamentable case into consideration ; and they 
have determined to do you justice. You shall Lerid of all 
modern innovations ; and the comfortable dark ages be 
restored, when kings were born booted and spurred, to ride 
nations, saddled by nobles, and bridled by priests. Those 
were the days of gold; whena great lubber of a courtier 
thought a king did him great honour, by debauching his 
Wife ; and a sturdy yeoman relished the smack of the royal 
horse-whip across his shoulders quite as well as his dinner. 
There was no“ twopenny trash” in those days to enlighten 
the eyes of people who had no business tosee. The multi- 
tude, like good children, did what they were bidden to do ; 
and no prying, curious dispositions, inquired any thing 
ibout the matter. HKliuff Harry was thegeneral toast: the 
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pink of princes, the very pride of royalty. What ifhe did 
murder his wives,—“ great men have greater sins.””  Chil- 
dren kill sparrows, but kings must have loftier amusement 
and murder isa sublime offence. Set your hearts at rest, 
good loyalists! You may have all these times over again, 
if ye will be patient. ‘here are plenty of real king's to be 
had; and plenty of blockheads to admire them. 
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ROYAL SCOUNDRELISM or THe KING or SPAIN. 





We cannot suffer the termination of the drama at Cadiz 
to pass, without noticing the infamous conduct of King 
Ferdinand, who makes an amiable trio, with the Kings 
of Naples and Portugal, of “ royal wretches.’”’ It may be 
soon dangerous to talk of these royal things as they de- 
serve. A morning journal, devoted to the Bourbons, and 
the Holy Alliance, has already begun to hint that the 
English press ought to be checked in its abuse of “ Sove- 
reigns in alliance with his Majesty.’ This it calls a legal 
question ; and puts it in this manner.—‘ Whether there 
“ be any law in England, at present, (as there certainly 
‘ was in former times) to protect sovereigns of states in 
“amity with hts Majesiy,from gross slander aud abuse; 
‘and if any such law can be discovered, then whether 
it would afford a sovereign any remedy for being called 
ina public newspaper an ‘impious old man,’—or a 
sanguinary driveller—a royal buicher—a vile thing— 


‘< 
6 
c¢ 


“a dolt—and a sanguinary ideot. Lastly, supposing 
there is no law to prohibit such language; then whe- 
ther good manners, and good taste, will authorise the 
use of all these expressions in one short article.’’ 

This is the first notice to the English press to be cau- 


tious. Tho indication wiil be shortly given in a more 


<¢ 
ce 


‘ce 


direct manner :—and we have no doubt. but that we shall 


have shortly a Russian manifesto against the libels upon 
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monarchs and monarchy; and perhaps a Russian army 
to superintend the establishment ofa censorship in Britain. 
As to the law of the case, there will not be much trouble 
in discovering precedents for every tyrannical infamy ; 
and if there were neither law nor precedents to be found 
they could be made readily enough for the purpose by the 
ministerial majority in parliament. But while the 
power remains to utter our sentiments, without ab- 
solute risk of immediate loss of life, or limb, one 
may. take the opportunity of putting the virtues of the 
monarchical race fully before the people; so that when 
they dare no longer speak, they may have food for 
their thoughts, during the long nights, at the period when 
it shall be enacted here, as it isin Ireland, that men shall 
not be out of their hovels, between sun-set and sun-rise, 
under penalty of transportation. We do not know how 
his Majesty comes to be in amety with such monarchs, but 
we shail never be in amity with them. - While we can 
hold a pen, it shall be to paint them, at whatever risk, 
in their true colours :—and to regret that we cannot 
change our goose-quill into the warrior’s spear, and 
charge them, “ through the thick array of their thronged 
‘legions.”’ By a recent royal order, that certain persons, 
once members of the French convention, shall leave 
Switzerland, and embark for America, we are induced to 
suppose, that tlle New World is to be a sort of Botany Bay 
to the Hoiy Alilance, to wiuich every man is to be banished, 
whken it is not deemed necessary to have him murdered 
in Europe, by the royal banditti. Well, for this, if they 
must reign in Europe, they have our thanks. ‘The first 
object of every good, wise, and brave man, would be to 
destroy their power—the second, to escape from it :—and 
if they would employ their fleets to convey from their 
dominions those who were anxious to quit them, they 
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woulu get rid Of a great number ot cncnies, 
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Ferdinand of Spain, in particular, would thin his sub- 
jects amazingly. This royal creature seems anxious to 
multiply the proofs of his infamy; and to furnish the 
world with proof upon proof, of his cowardice, his mean- 
ness, his hypocrisy, and his guilt. It is well known what 
his public language was during the triumph of the con- 
stitution. He accepted it with pleasure—it was his de- 
light to be a constitutional king—he lamented the bad 
past, and promised to be all goodness for the future. 
Whatever was put'into his mouth, he was ready either to 
say, or Swear, as might be required ; while it was known 
that he was plotting for the destruction of the constitu- 
tion, and entertaining the moss deadly hatred towards its 
authors, and its friends. He stimulated insurrection after 
insurrection against the system he had sworn to maintain, 
and for which he was daily expressing his devotion. This 
consummate hypocrite kept up this farce to the moment of 
his quitting Cadiz. But the moment he had reached the 
French camp, he threw off the mask, and appeared again 
in the character of the reyal tiger, (a much more dan- 
gerous beast than Mr. Canning’s red lions) and having 
got his claws and fangs at liberty, he shewed all his na- 


tive disposition in the following 
PROCLAMATION. 


“The scandalous excesses which preceded, accompanied, and fol- 


owed the establishment of the Democratical Constitution of Cadiz, 
in the month of March, 1820, have been made public, and known 
to all my subjects. The most criminal treason, the most disgrace- 
ful baseness, the most horrible offences against my Koyal Person, 
these, coupled with violence, were the means employed to change 
essentially the paternal Government of my Kingdom into a Demo. 


cratical code, the fertile source of disasters and misfortunes. My 
subjects, accustomed to live under wise and moderate laws, and 
such as were conformable to their manners aud customs, and which 
during so many ages, constituted the welfare of their ancestors, 
soon gave public and universal proofs of their disapprobation and 
contempt of the new Constitutional system. All classes of the 
State experienced the mischiefs caused by the new Institutions.—- 
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Fyrannically eoverned, by virtue and in the name of the Censtitu_ 
tion, secretly watched in ali their private concerns, it was not pos- 
sible to restore order or justice; and they could not obey laws es- 
tablished by perfidy and treason, sustained by violence, and the 
source of the most dreadful disorders, of the most desolating anar- 
chy, and of universal calamity. The general voice was heard from 
all sides against the tyrannical Constitution ; it called for the cessa™ 
tion of a Code, null in its origin, illegal in its formation, and un- 
just in its principle ; it called for the maintenance of the sacred 
religion of their ancestors, for the re-cstablishment of our funda- 
mental laws, for the preservation of my legitimate rights ; rights 
which I have received from my ancestors, and which my subjects 
have solemnly sworn to defend. This general cry of the nation 
was not raised in vain. 

In all the provinces armed corps were formed, which leagued 
themselves against the soldiers of the constitution; some- 
times they were conquerors; sometimes they were conquer- 
ed; but they always remained firm to the cause of religion 
and of the monarchy. Their enthusiasm, in the defence of ob- 
jects so sacred, never deserted them under the reverses of war, 
and preferring death to the sacrifice of those great benefits, 
my subjects convinced Europe by their fidelity and their constancy, 
that although Spain nourished in her bosom some unnatural chil- 
dren, the sons of rebellion, the nation in general was religious, mo- 
narchical, and passionately devoted to its legitimate sovereign. 
The whole of Europe—well aware of my captivity, and of that of 
allthe Royal Family, of the deplorable situation of my loyal and 
faithful subjects, and of the pernicious doctrines which Spanish 
agents were disseminating on all sides—resolved to put an end to 
a state of Uni -s, which constituted a common reproach, and which 
menaced with destruction all thrones and all ancient institutions, 
in order to substitute impiety and profligacy. France, entrusted 
with so sacred an enterprize, has triumphed in a few months over 
the efforts of all the rebels of the world, collected for the misery 
of Spain upon her classic soil of fidelity aud loyalty. My august 
and well-beloved cousin the Duke d’Angouleme, at the head of a 
valiant army, 2 conqueror throughout all my territories, has rescued 


me fiom the slavery in which I pined, and restored me to my con- 


tant and faithful subjects. Replaced upon the Throne of St. Fer- 











574 THE BLACK DWARF, 


dinand, by the just and wise hand of Providence, as well as by the 


generous efforts of my noble Allies and the valiant Senterprise of 


my cousin the Duke d’Angouleme, and his army, desirous of ap- 
plying a remedy to the most pressing necessities of my people, and 
ef manifesting to all my real will in this, the first moment of my 
recovered liberty, I have authorised the following decree :— 

Art. 1. All the Acts of the Government called the Constitutional, 
(of whatever kind and description they may be), a system which 
eppressed my people from the 7th of March, 1820, until the 21st 
of October, 1823, are declared null and void, declaring, as I now 
declare, that during the whole of that period I have been deprived 
of my liberty, obliged to sanction laws and authorize orders, de- 
crees, and reguiations, which the said government framed and ex- 
ecuted against my will, 

Art. 2, Lapprove of every thing which has been decreed and 
ordered by the Provisional Junta of Government, and by the Re- 
gency; the onecreated at Oyarzun, April 9, the other May 26, in 
the present year, waitisg meanwhile, until sufficiently informed as 
to the wants of my people, I may bestow those laws and adopt those 
measures, which shall be best calculated to secure their real pros- 
perity and welfare, the constant object of ail my wishes. You may 
communicate this decree to all the ministers. 

(Signed by the Royal hand,) 
Port St. Mary, Oct. 1. D. VICTOR SAEZ, 


This is pretty well for a constitutional king ; but this is 
only a commencement of the renewed reign of royal mad- 
ness. Not content with restoring the despotism, the au- 
thors of the constitution are to be proscribed. ‘The cha- 
racter of the King is more completely developed in a 
second decree, which for stupidity and every despicable 
quality cannot be excelled. 

Maprip, Oct. 7.—The King, our Sovereign, has is. 
sued the following decree, dated Xeres, the 4th instant :-— 

“‘ His Majesty ordains that, on his journey to the capi. 
fal, no individual who, during the existence of the system 
styled Constitutionnel, has been a Deputy to the Cortes 


ee 
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in the two last Legislative Sittings, shall present himselt 
cues of the route to Madrid. 


«This prohibition is also applicable to the Ministers. 


or be within five lea 


Councillors of State, the Members of the Supreme Tribunal 
of Justice, the Commandants-General, Political Chiefs, the 
persons employed in the several departments of the Secre- 
tarics of State, aud the Chiefs and Officers of the cz-devant 
National Volunteer Militia, to whom his Majesty inter- 
dicts for ever (para stempre) entrance to the capital and 
the Roya! residence, or approach thereto within a circum- 
ference of fifteen leagues. 

“ The will of his Majesty is, that this sovereign decision 
shall not be applicable to the individuals who, since the 
entrance of the Allied Army, have obtained from the Pro- 
visional Jiita or the Regency of the Kinguom, a new no- 
mination to, or confirmation of, the office which they held 
by his Majesty’s appointment, previously to the 7th of 
March, 1820, but the parties here excepted are bound to 
prove their titles to the condition of this exemption. 

“ The present decree shall be communicated without 
delay to the Commandants-General of the Provinces, in 


order that they may immediately take the necessary steps 
for its proper execution. 


‘ Communication thereof shall be forthwith made to 


the Captains-General of Seville and Grenada, in order 
to avoid the least delay.” 


The fear of a dagger from some sodern Brutus pzo- 
bably suggested the nature of this decree; for we cannot 
suppose that shame has anything to do with the conduct 
of such a man;—but whatever the motive, the folly is 
most conspicuous. Those who want to find him, will 
not be deterred by decrees from the route where he is to 
be found: and if Spain has one heart which can feel 
what the outraged liberties and honour of the country 
requires, Ferdinand would never reach his capital again. 
The beings who can be terrified into submission to such 


decrees, and to such a man, merit the chains they will be 
eondemned to wear 
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RELATIVE TAXATION 





We recur again to the work of Mr. Vaux, for the pur. 
pose of putting our renders mure fully in possession of its 
object and nature. There ts a vein of sonnd reasoning, 
and apt illustraiion throughout the whole; and the can- 
dour with which he invites criticism, does great credit to 
his good sense. We shall avail curselves of the invitation 
to examine th:c Jecding position of Vir. Veux, which he 


ry 


jays down in this mauner. “ Theo only position which I 
hold dozmatieuly, and which Pshall neither abandon, nor 
qualify, is that no lax ean bo just, which toes not equally 
affect all those whom it dacs affcet ; and that it is idle to 
propose schemes of relief for those wlio are oppressed by 
it, until it is made to operate equally; or until it is re- 
pealed and another tax snbstitnted forit.’” This we think 
a position that can hardly he maintained in practice ; 
though, in theory, it should be ihe basis of all taxation. 
But, until it shall happen that the same sum is of the same 
value to every individual possessing the same property, this 
perfection in the art of levying state imposis can never be 
obtained. It is quite clear that taxation, should only af- 
fect the property that can be fairly deemed a surplus, after 
the satisfaction of ithe ordinary and necessary wants of the 
individual. Every tax laid upon a necessary of life, is a 
robbery upon all those who have barely the means of ex- 
istence in their power. It matters not to those who have 
surplus property in what way itis levied upon them, whe- 
ther they pay a given sum as a direct property-tax ; or at 
various periods, by various instalments, on the articles they 
consume, to make up the same amount ; though there might 
be a difference in the the sum required, on account of the 
expense of collection. But to those whose labour will not 
suffice for the full and comfortable maintenance of their fa- 
milies, all that is taken from them by indirect taxation, is 
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30 much taken from thém by direct robbery. Every man, who 
is liable to be called upon to hazard his life in defence of 
the state, has the same stake, AS MAN, In the com- 
mon-wealth. The protection of property and of life, are 
two distinct things. The rich man has no right to call 
upon the poor man to defend his property. They have the 
same claim upon each other, as regards the defence of each 
others lives, and the maintenance of a reciprocal security 
of person. But if property requires the defence of those 
who have none, it is clear that it should remunerate those 
whose services it :eeds. It always happens in rich com- 
munities, that the property, besides inviting aggressors, is 
the cause of much greater exertions being required for its 
protection, than ior the ordinary defence of the state. 
—A poor couniry is but rarely attacked; and then is 
easily defended. The best positions may be taken, Little 
is lost in the struggle ; and the ardour of the assailants is 
soon cooled, when neither ambition nor avarice, are 
likely to be gratified. Ina rich country, on the contrary, 
the stand must be made where the property is placed. The 
blood of the poor cottager must be shed in defence of 
magnificent cities; situated, perhaps, in positions the 
least capable of defence: and which can only be defended 
by walls of resoluie hearts, and daring hands. Who are 
the parties then called upon to act? The officers, we 
grant, have motives forexertion ; but what of the common 
soldier,who for a bare anitial maintenance is compelled by 
laws made by the rich, to expose his life in defence of proper- 
ty, which is not his own,—of which he has no share,—in 
the preservation of which he has no natural interest,—and 
besides all this, the paltry and inadequate pay he receives, 
(not half so much as his own labour, if fairly requited, 
would produce) is to be taxed to the contributions requi- 
site solely for the defence of property. This is the effect 
of indirect taxation :—and yet the indirect taxation of the 
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country amounts more than to three times as much as the 
direct taxation. ‘This is a rare illustration of the poliey 
of those who wish to restrain the right of suffrage to the 
payers of du;ect taxes. The poor are made to contribute 
three-fourths of the whole taxation; and yet they are 
told they have no claim to the right of sufirage, because 
they do not pay direct taxes. What matters it to them, 
in what way they are plundered? And what is the reason 
that plunder approaches them in so indirect a nianner @ 
Simply, because it can sob them to the greater ex- 
tent by that means. Were the staie to send its myr- 
midons to the poor man’s door, every quarter, to 
take away one half of his earnings, they would 
shortly be met with the poker, or be kicked down 
Stairs, or thrown out of the window ;:—while, by 
collecting it by pence and halfpence upon what he eats, or 
drinks ; and putting the publicans, the baker, and the 
huckster’s shop, in the place of the collectors, the govern- 
ment keeps out of sight, avoiding the odium, pockets the 
money, takes ten shillings out of every twenty, in some way : 
or other ; and then says, this is only indirect taxation, and 
the payersare not entitled to any consideration ; even though 
thousands of them are half starved by this adroit method 
of public plunder. When even the property-tax was le- 
vied, which produced so great a clamour amougst the rich, 
its amount was little more than half the amount of the 
produce of the excise ; which is almost exclusively drawn 
from the pockets of the poor consumers. Nor, indeed, 
isit possible, except taxation is so light that the rich 
have no motive for wishing to escape from its pressure, 
that the burthen should not fall exclusively upon the 
poor. The landlord can raise his rent—the farmer his 
produce—the manufacturer the price of his goods—but 
the poor cannot raise the price of their labour. ‘They can 
only meet the demands upon them, by ceasing to consume 
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in the proportion oi what they are thus robbed of. No 
taxation can be relative, or equal, except when the bu:- 
thens of the state affect no one seriously. This is the 


atten 


ease in North: Am-rica, but it can never be the case in 
Englaad, until the debt is swept away, and the host of 


those who fatten on the plunder of the public, be driven 


e~ 


yy honest labour to maintain themselves. 

“The object of the following pages is to compare the degrees 
in which different descriptions of soil are afiected by the taxes 
imposed on malt, hops, beer, soap, &c.; and how far these degrees 
may be modified, increased, or diminished, by the different spe- 
cies of culture, to which these soils may be subjected. From the 
view [ have taken on the subjectit will appear, not uly that taxes 
operate unequally on different descriptions of soil, but that, while 
the above taxes continue to be imposed, there is no possibility of 
equalizing the taxes on the different land Gweers and occupiers ; 
political economists will therefore apply remedies to no purpose to 
anu inequality, which has already b:ought so many lance owners and 
occupiers to ruin, unless these remedies embrace arepeal of these 
taxes, and substitute in their stead sucha plan of taxation as will 


equally aitect the proprietors of different descriptions of land. 


we 


Such a plan is proposed in the present work; buti beg leave to 
obser¥e most explicitly, that [do not propose this planas a ne plus 
ultra, as exclusively the only mode by which taxes can be made to 
operate equally on the agricultural classes. The only position 
which I hold dogmatically, and which I shall neither abandon nor 
qualify, is, that no tax canbe just that does not equally affect all 
those whom it duces affect ; and that it 1s idle to propose schemes of 
relief for those who are oppressed by it, or until it is re; ealed, and 
another tax substituted for it. 

“ Simplicity and equality are the first principles to be studied 
in the framing of taxes. Wiuthout the former, the expenses 
ef collecting may of themselves prove a burden to the nation; und, 
which is worse, whatever is of a complicated nature is liable to 
many abuses, that cannot easily be detected. [have therefore no 
predilection tor the tax | have proposed on property, exce pt what 
arises from it’s equally affecting all classes, that contribute to the 
support of tue state, aud irom the expense which it saves in col- 
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lecting. If therefore any political economist should think proper 
to object to it, and propose another in it’s stead, operating on the 
same principles of equality and simplicity, I shall very readily 
abandon it, and become an advocate for his. 

“ Among the various classes, that suffer by the present system of 
anomalous taxation, labourers and small proprietors are the most 
oppressed, because the least capable of enduring a disproportionate 
reduction from their small profits. T have therefore particularly 
considered the situation of these two classes ; and shown, that the 
evils arising trom anomalous taxation fall heaviest upon them; 
while, instead of promoting the object for which taxes are imposed, 
itonly retards it by checking, and in many instances extinguishing 
the spirit of industry. Thus the poor man is unnecessarily oppress- 
ed, for the treasury is not enriched by the privations which he is 
made to endure, or by his loss of the simple enjoyments which he 
is forbidden to taste. Industry is the parent of abundance and 
national prosperity; «nd accordingly the goddess of plenty is 
never beheld scattering’ her gifts with a prodigal hand, except 
in countries where the spirit of industry reigus threughout ; where 
it awakens the husbandman from his morning slumbers before 
the sun itself has completely thrown off its mantle of darkness, 
and gladdened the earth with its presence. Where this spirit 
is awake, where it prompts, impels, inspires, the nation 1s 
enriched, the treasury is enriched, happiness becomes general, 
nature itself seems to wear a more benignant aspect, the earth 
becomes a Paradise, and every man’s dwelling a temple of felicity. 
How sadly is the scene reversed, where the spirit of industry 
droops, and the woe-worn husbandman appears dragging his unwill- 
ing limbs to the half-cultivated field which is to supply him with a 
pitiful subsistence! In such a country nature puis cnthe sable 
weeds of grief. She has no charm that can attract, no seclusion 
that can tranquilize, no prospect that can animate, no voice thatcan 
inspire. The birds of Heaven warble their melodious notes in 
vain: in vain do they seek to impart to man a portion of that bliss, 
which they enjoy themselves, Their melody is discord in_ his ears. 
The verdure of spring is “ a weary waste,” the Earth is no longer 
au Paradise, andthe temple of felicity is converted into a prison 
Italy, from the beauty of the climate and of the country, is justly 


called the gardcn of Europe; md consequently, if the charms 0! 
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Nature could of themselves make us happy, the Italians would 
be happy in a pre-eminent degree. But which were the happier 
people, the English or the Italians, at the commencement of the 
eighteenth century, when Addison visited Italy? Wecannot de- 
cide the question with greater certainty of being right, than by con- 
sulting Addison himself. 

“The flourishing state of England, at the time the spirit of indus- 
try animated all classes, and the consequent diffusion of happiness 
that followed in its train, is known to every reader, whom the pre- 
sent work can interest ; and therefore [shall confine myself to what 
he says of the Italians :— 


“ How has kind heav’n adorn’d the happy land, 

And scattered blessings with a wasteful hand ! 

But what avail her unexhausted stores, 

Her blooming mountains, and her sunny shores ; 

With all the gifts that heaven and earth impart, 

The smiles of Nature and the charms of Art? 

The poor inhabitant beholds in vain 

The reddening orange and the swelling grain : 

Joyless he sees the growing oils and wines, 

And in the myrtle’s fragrant shade repines ; 

Starves in the midst of Nature’s bounty curst, 

And in the loaded vineyard dies for thirst; 

“This descripuon of the Italians’ indifference fur happiness. 

hough clothed in the charms of poetic colouring, must not be con- 
sidered as the offspring of poetic imagination. It isa faithful pic- 
ture of the downcast inhabitants, among whom he resided at the 
moment. But what produced so sad a change in the“ base de- 
generate progeny” of the Romans? Evidently the extinction of 
the spirit of industry. Idleness generates a brood of intellectual 
monsters, that are continually preying on the mind, and terrifying 
it with their shadowy forms; but man is by nature inclined to idle- 
ness, where there is no motive for industry, no object to be attain- 
ed by it. }’ence the sloth and torporof savage nations. What- 
ever then tends to deprive the industrious man of the object, which 
he seeks to attain by his exertions, tends also to extinguish the 
spirit, by which he 1s actuated. No man is inclined to labour, who 


perceives, that the whole of what he produces is wrested from 
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bim by another the moment it is completed, except what is barely 
suflicient tor Lis support. What then is gained by this system of 
‘treatment? They who gain by it for a time ultimately cease to gain, 
because the labourer ceases to produce, what he knows will become 
the property of others when produced. Thus itis, that, when the 
spirit of industry is extinguished by excessive taxation, the treasury 
loses by the very taxes which were intended to enrich it. 
The labourer ceases to produce, or, at least, produces as little as he 
can, knowing thatthe surplus will go into other hands; and where 
labour ceases, national wealth and national prosperity cease 
along with it. How taxeson the common necessaries of life affect 
the Englishlabourer, and through nim all other classes, will therefore 
form a prominent feature in the following pages. 
58, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, 


April 24th, 1823. 








WUetters of the Black Dwarf, 


- ¥ 


From the Black Dwarf in London to the Vellow Bouze 


at Japan. 





RESPECTED FRIEND, 

I really believe that I shall be able to deugh the Bir- 
mingvham Pitt Club into existence for another year. 
Three years has it already been indebted to me for its ex- 
istence. Labsolutely raised it from the dead; and am 
entitled to the name of miracle-monger as well as Prince 
Hohenlobe. [tis true ] cannot make dumb women speak. 
nor those who are not dumb hold their tongues, but I did 
congregate the separated atoms of the Pitt Club, after it 
formally <« shuflled off its morta! coil:’’ and clothed the 
“dry bones” w:th renewed flesh. The tool I employ in 
this business is Mr. George Barker, a Pittite of no small 
fame, who cannot bear being laughed at without en- 
deavouring to deserve it. He is one of the “ mighty 
men of Gath,’ and a true disciple of the political Philis- 


tine, Goliah Pitt:—not slain by any David, but killed 




















YUE BLACK DWARF. 583 


out right by brandy and despair. Mr. Barker, I believe, 
prefers wine, medicinally: and is extremely desirous of 
purging away his ill humours annually, at a dinner in 
honour of the principles of Mr. Pitt. This was growing 
out of fashion. The master was beginning to be deemed 
iittle better than a swindler, and a pick-pocket ; and the 
disciples found out that just to keep his hand in practice, 
he had been filching even from them. Mr. Barker, no 
doubt, discovered that Pitt’s hands had been in his pocket 
too ; but Mr. Barker is a lawyer :—and the system enables 
him to indemnify himself for what the state takes out of 
his pocket, by trying the practice of Mr. Pitt upon his 
clients. He is therefore a proper man for the purpose of 
playing the bolt’e conjuror wpon the oceasion; and his 
performance this year was preceded by the following 
‘* puff preliminary.” 
BIRMINGHAM PITT CLUB. 
SIR, 

The anniversary of this club will be celebrated by the 
members dining together, at the Royal Hotel, on Wednes- 
day next, the 22d inst. at half-past four o’clock, when 
W. Hamper, Esq. will preside. 1f you intend to favour 
the company with your presence, I shall be obliged to 
you to inform Mr. Wilday,* on or previous to Monday 
next. 

The members of any Pitt clubin the United Kmgdom, 
being considered honorary members of this club, will be 
admitted, on producing the badge of their club, eliher to 
the president, vice president, or secretary : or on being 
introduced by a member to whom they are personally 
known. I have the honour to be, 

Your most obedient servant, 


GEORGE BARKER, 


Honorary Seeretary. 
Birmingham, Oct, 15, 1823. 


a a 
a — 





* Wilday is the landlord of the Royal Tote. 
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This general invitation, this throwing open the doofs 
to all comers, reminds me very strongiy of the energetic 
invitation of a reverend divine, to come to the fount of 
mercy :— 

“Come hungry, come thirsty, come ragged and bare! 
“ You can’t come too filthy—come just as your are !” 

Any members of any Pitt club in the United Kingdom 

will be welcome ; for they are all considered honorary 

members ; this is the way to make a club rich in’ hono | 
rary members ; and I recommend it to the Grand North - 
ern Union. Let us declare ‘“‘ the king and all the royal fe - 
mily,’’ with the ministers of state, the judges of the lau , 
with the whole bench of bishops into the bargain, hen - 
rary members. It will be an excellent contrivance to a: d 
dignity to.the proceedings ; and perhaps the parish pric st 
and a county justice or two, may be taken in by such rz re 
bait to become subscribers. 41 dare say, by this cunni ig 
trick of admitting the members of all Pitt clubs, and1t ot 
being very particular about the badge, Mr. Barker vy ill 
collect as many well-dressed beggars, as Falstaff obtai ed 
ili-looking thieves, to grace the Royal Hotel. What the 
badge is I know not. I never heard that Pitt-club uen 
were fond of exhibiting the badge! Every body kn ws 
that they areeither knavish or silly slaves, harness« d to 
the car of the system ; but by what badge they were par- 
ticularly distinguished, 1 never heard ;—and it ret ails 
one of the secrets of their order. Perhaps they wear 
brass collars, like well favoured dogs; or perhaps they 
have a log fastened to their feet, like ill-favoured } onies 
of Jerusalem. Or they may be saddled or bridled ; 01 their 
badge may be a rusty spur, to which they most du ifully 
offer their loyal sides ;—or a pick-lock, or a skeleto .-key, 





or an iron crow, to be ready for any sort of inroad )>n the 
property of their neighbour. Badged, however, I have 
now learnt, from Mr. George Barker, that the) are; 
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and that they wear badges on grand days, as the charity- 
children, and water-men, and bullock-drovers do theirs. 
There was an intention of having a real Pitt Club dinner 
ona graud scale, with Mr. Canning in the chair; but the 
wicked wit, who wrote the ‘“ Confessions of a Birming- 
ham Opium Eater,” has destroyed it. Mr. Robinson could 
not have been entertained, without getting men of all 
parties to meet him. ‘The mere ministerial rookery at 
Birmingham is not very numerously stocked; nor are the 
birds of the best flavour; consisting for the most part of 
unpad magistrates, and well-paid politicians, the parties 
being the same individuals, receiving pay in one capacity, 
and honour in another. If the whole party were assem- 
bled to caw together for the preservation of their nests, 
they would hardly muster more than a decent clutch of 
chickens; and a mentster would ke ashamed to sit down 
amongst them. ‘hey, on the invitation of Mr. Robin- 
son, set to work toangle for Presbyterian gudgeons ; and 
by a Judicious choice of bait, they were successful for once ; 
but the trick would not do again, with any but —— and 





, and men of such large soul as Mr. Bird, who looks 
forward to a caste of Chancellors of the Exchequer, reaciy 
for office at any vacancy ; and for whom the budget 78 to 
be opened, until places can be provided. The list of toasts 
at the Pitt dinner, I am led to believe, will, out of courtesy, 
be prepared by Mr. QO. And the following curious paper 
has been picked up in the Market place, which seems to 
have some reference to the business. 

Mem.—Not to mention anything of Catholic emanci- 
pation, the only question on which Mr. Pitt ever shewed 
any principle at all. os | 

Mem.—Not to mention anything of the assertion of 
Mr. Pitt, that no minister could be an honest man. 

Mem.—Not to notice that the National Debt was not 
paid off by Mr. Pitt, according to his engagement. 
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Mem.—Not to. say anything of the forgery of the as- 
signats, lest the poor devils who are tucked «ap for pass- 
ing forged notes should be thought ill-used. 

Mem.—To say nothing about the various suspensions 
of the Habeas Corpus Act, and other outrages for which 
Mr. Piit was indemnified, instead of being beheaded. 

Mem.—Notto praise the bishopagain. One gets no 
good by meddling with bishops. 

Mem.— Not to say anything of the balance of power, 
another hard-and-fast principle of Mr. Pitt; as illustrated 
in going to war with the French, as he said to prevent 
the opening of the Scheldt; while his “ disciples’? would 
not mention war, to prevent France from taking possession 
of Spain. 

Mem.—Not to forget neutrality; with a good herma- 
phrodite toast, to shew that the power to do nothing is the 
perfection of political science, and admirably demonstrated 
in the results of the Pitt system. 

Mem.—TYo account for past blindness on these points, by 
stating that I picked up a pair of improvers of the sight, 
which fell out of the Chaneellor of the Exchequer’s 
pocket at the Royal Hotel. 

Mem.—To be very careful against letting out the secret, 
that the disciples of Mr. Pitt have no more of his pranci- 
ples than they have of his talents. 

Mem.—Not to call Mr. Bird a magpie; am apt to blunder 
in this way. 

Jiem.—Not to drink more than twenty bumpers, before 
Mother Church, and her legitimate children are intro- 
duced :—and that the toast of civil and religious liberty, 
be stated to be omitted, “ by particular desire of several! 
persons of distinction!’ 

Mem.—The King to be drunk in good earnest—No gam- 
mo 

Men.—Double taxes, double tithes, and doubie poor’s - 
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rates, to be given by all the company standing upon their 
heads, to shew they are of some use, upon extraordinary 
occasions. 

Mem.—The fire works for the occasion to be provided, 
by the survivors of the Church and King mob, of 1792. 
No fiddle to be employed, that has ever been scraped to a 
radical tune.—The landlord to be especially «dmonished, 
that neither calves’ heads, nor sheeps’ heads, be intro- 
duced—lest the company incur the charge of cannibalism. 

Quere—Whether the Manchester Yeomanry may be 
given as a toast, after the thirticth bumper. 
with Spry about this, and with respect to the heaith of 
Parsons Hay aud Ethelstone. 


‘To consult 


There is apparentiy too much candour in this document, 

bat thou wilt consider that it is in the nature of soliloquy or 
eas * 
of a man speaking to himself:—it wes not intended to be 
dropped, nor expected to be picked up ; but as it feil into 
my hands, without any look to deny access tothe contents, 
I could not resist the temptation of transcribing it for thy 
perusal ; and heping thou wilt be pleased with the Pitt 
Club vagaries, . | 
i remain, 
Thy friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 


N. 


6. ‘he Duke of Buckingham has been christening a 
SOM 5 


and the details of the merriment amongst his vassals, 
are given with all due praise to this bulky nobleman. 11 
Is noW searcely six months since this man, who pretends 
for his own gratification, to have a great affection for the 
people, declared himself in favour ef tke re-establisliment 
of despotism, and the inquisition in Spain. He did this, 
witha fury of feeling and gesture, which proclaimed him 
sincere in his professions. He did this in the midst of the 
full assembled senate, without hesitation; and without 


shame. His avowal was tantamount to this—that he wished 
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the mass of the people of all countries reduced as low as 
possible in the scale of existence, that the rich might “ lord 
it uncontrolled among their betters.’’ Now, that he want- 
ed the mob to follow in his train, and to shout forth 
applauses on the birth of an heir to the oppression which 
he inflicts upon the industrious, he can stoop to flatter 
and to feast the mob! It is not todo good totheir bodies, 
but. to feed his vanity that he does this. Some fine rho- 
domontade was exhibited on the valour of the great Duke 
of Buckingham, who was once a warrior. He had gone 
forth from Wotton, at the head of aregiment of militia, 
and had becn at the head of it when its standard was plant- 
‘edon the French coast. It might as well have been added 
that he did nothing with his regiment when he was there ; 
and came back as wise as if he had never gone. ‘To a re- 
mark of his grace’s that such joyous occasions happened but 
seldom, an old sly yeoman remarked, that they might 
happen as often as his grace thought proper: for as often 
as he gave good dinners, and sprightly dances, they were 
ready to attend him, without stipulating forthe birth, or 
the death, of any of his family, to heighten their joy. 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





Mr. Peter Watson lately met a number of the Reformers of 
Leeds, at the Angel Inn; the persons assembled collected for his 
use the sum of three pounds four shillings and six pence; and four- 
teen sliillings and ten pence, were contributed by other friends — 
On Wednesday evening he went from Leeds to Halifax, where they 
presented him one pound ten shillings, from the Patriotic Fund at 
that place. From Halifax he is going to Manchester and Liverpool. 
Mr. $. Waddington acknowledges the receipt of one pound from 
the Manchester Union Society, through the hands of Mr. W. 
Campion. 


We will answer Mr. Cook at an early period. 
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AN ADDRESS FROM THE REFORMERS OF STALEY- 
BRIDGE, TO THE REVEREND J. HARRISON, 
ON HIS LIBERATION FROM PRISON. 

Dear friend,—We are happy to congratulate you on your celivery 
trom the walls of a dungeon, and we rejoice that your mind Is as 
invulnerable to the attacks of lawless power as it was betore. 

The many days and nights you have passed in confinement, have 
fixed deeper on your mind the tyrannical proceedings of a govern- 
ment you attempted to unfold to mankind—for which attempt you 
were torn from your family and friends, and placed in a situation, 
vo where to be iound, but in a land infested with p-—ts and 


k 





os, 

Be not ashimed when you reflect on having been in a prison for 
something that confers greatness on every patriot, and bids de- 
tance to everything that tends to debase and eusiave mankind. 

Welcome, triend! your triumph animates every lover of liberty, 
and raises a morument that stands when pompous power 1s no 
more. 

There are many that despise and persecute you; as they do all 
who wish to open the eyes of mankind by showing them how they 
are duped. 

Let not, dear friend, popular prejudice detain you from pursuing 
the magnanimous work you have begun. ‘The time is not far dis- 
tant when you may say, ‘ I have contributed to free my country 
from slavery, and finally rooted every species of corruption frm 
its den.’ 

Signed, (on behalf of your friends,) 
GEORGE HOLLINGWORTHL. 
Slauley-Rridge, Oct. 4th, 1828. 
ANSWER TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS. 

My dear friends,—The cordial welcome you have given me upon 
my enlargemeit, in your address of the 4th instant, raises in my 
mind feelings which may be better understood than described. 

The pleasure I experience in once more mingling with society, 
that is every way dear to me, after along, uncalled for, and almost 
apparralleled incarceration of three years aud a half, is some re- 
muneration for the privations { have experienced in consequence of 
it; and [ thank God fer restoring me safe and sound to the enjoy- 
ment of friendly intercourse and domestic felicity. 

It was with difficulty I obtained my hbeity after the expiration of 
the period allotted for my imprisonment, owing to the governor's 
mistake relative to my bail; for when I went before the magistrates 
to give my own bail on the 4th instant, [ found they were acting 
upon the seatence of two years bai delivered in the Court at Cines- 
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ter, instead of the five years required by the Court of King’s Bench ; 
therefore I was obliged to send to Stockport to procure fresh bail, 
which occasioned me to be detained two days longer in prison than 
I should have been, had the governor been correct in his statement 
to our solicitor. Bur had my unjust or false imprisonment been of 
much longer duration, { should have maintained the same radical 
principles, retained the same attachme..t to the rights of my coun- 
trymen, and have held the CONSTITUTION as sacred as ever.— 
Not that constitution which is falsely trumpeted forth as ¢ the 
envy of surrounding nations ;’ but that CONSTITUTION which is 
so clearly delineated by the venerable Major. Patriotism will never 
blush or be defeated whilst such principles are kept in view. And 
if an interested set of men continue to follow up their mistaken 
policy aud bad government, we may rest assured they will prove the 
unwilling instruments of reform or revolution, with very little of 
our assistance. 

I have been incarcerated for doing what I sti/i consider to be 
my duty; and as the monster of despotism has laid its unhallowed 
claws upon a Hunt, a Wolsely, a Wooler, \c.: men who deser- 
ved to be touched with purer matter: men who will live in the 
never-dying memory of every patriot: men who will call forth the 
admiration of the after historians of their devoted country: } have 
no cause to be ashamed of my sufferings; but rather to rejoice 
that I have been ‘ counted worthy to suffer’ in such a just cause, 
and such good company. 

Wishing you a speedy restoration of your rights, IT remain, dear 
friends, your devoted servant in the cause of freedom. 

JOSEPH HARRISON. 

To the Friends of Reform at Stayley- 

Bridge and its vicinity. © 

October 13th, 1823. 

P.s. Iwish to thank the above friends for the excellent cloth 
they sent me fora suit of clothes: likewise the friends to freedom 
in Moisley and its vicinity for £3. 13s. 44:1. received from them 
‘as a token of respeet, ” yesterday, 
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“SCRIPTURAL COMPARISON OF WHIGS AND 
TORIES. 














Many writers have amused themselves by drawing 
comparisons between the two parties of Whigs and Tories, 
in which each have alternately been given the preference, 
When Paine wrote, the Whigs had the advantage in his 
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idea. He thought them tie lions of the political forest, 
and a far more generous sort of animal, than the precious 
Tory-gers. The two parties, when Paine wrote, were 
worrying one another, and the public were wont oniy to 
be spectators cf such contests, cheering one, or the other 


occasionally, as each shewed greater skill or strength ; 


never dreamlug that they were interested in the result of 


the battle; and being contented to be fleeced by both, or 
either, as the case might be. Since, then, matters have 
taken another turn. The cost of tiiese politicai bull- 
bailings was found very enormous :—and no great harm 
was done to the combatants, who grew as fat and as sleek 
as as if they throve upon their strugzles;—while the 
spectators, On the contrary, grew as thin as rats, as if 
the mere looking on was indicative of consumption. 
Some of the sharpest among the lookers-on, were struck 
with tiiis contrast, and pointedit out to the others, until 
a general clamour was raised against the political gladi- 
ators, who were rovadly charged with going snacks in the 
subscription puises. ‘ibis clamour drove the mock fighters 
(for they were but sham .ibrahams, as Maddocks called 
them at Birmingham) into a fearue for their parental safety. 
and it hes stuce been demonstrated by political naturalists, 
that a Tory differs only froma Whig, as a tad-poledoes 
from a frog—tire oue having the tail of office attached to it. 
This discovery, that Whigs were only Tories out of piace, 
startled many people, amused more, and set some few 
considering whether it would not be quite as well to get 
rid of both ; their joint expenses being a great deal more 


than the expense of keeping a royai lion; and thatis no 


trifie in this country. But figures are positive things. A 
number of geese willeat as much erass as a horse; and 
when the common is eaten bare, it matters little by what 
animal, When these opinions beeame general, both 


parties threw olf the mask: and instead plaving 
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with one another, they began in carnest to war 
upon the people :— Upon cnauiry, it then appeared 
that the Whig was the more mischievous brute of 
the two; as being the most hypocritical creature: 
and ‘Tories grew into a sort of fashion, as not being quite 
so bad as their antagonists. We have been led into these 
\efiections, by the perusal of a little work, called the 
Political Doctrine of Jesus Curist, from which it ap- 
pears that Whigs and Tories are not a modern race of 
animals ; but as old at least as the date of Christianity in 
Judea. Their names were different, but the creatures 
were similar. Your Tory was then called a Sadducee ; 
and your Whig a Pharisee! But it would be unfair not 
to let the writer here speak for himself; and these are his 
remarks :— 


‘The Sadducees, or Tories, were they who stuck to the 
dead letter of the Old Testament dispensation ; denying 
the existence of soul or spirit, and disbelieving that creat 
doctrine of the resurrection of the dead, which is the very 
life and soul of every moral or truly patriotic virtue. They 
belonged to that dull and sensual class of men, who lived 
at ease in their possessions ; whose minds were analagous 
to that of the rich man mentioned in the parable of Lazarus, 
or the other rich man, who said to himself, ‘ Soul, _take 
thy rest: thou hast goods laid “ up ‘or many years.’ ‘To 
this sensual crew belonged the party calied « Herodi- 
ans,’ or the holders of sinecure places and offices under 
Herod’s government, whose policy consisted in flattering 
the epicurean propensities and stupid prejudices of the 

higher orders.’ 

« The Pharisees, or Whigs, on the other hand, professed 
sentiments far more liberal and enlightened. ‘hey were 
men of much greater talent: chiefly of that shrewd and 
clever cast which is found in the walks of active business ; 
aid were long regarded as the leaders of the people, or 
directors of public. opinion. But these pretended friends 
of the people were, in reality, as averse to any salutary 
reform in Church or State, as the most bigotted of the 
opposite Tory or Sadducee faction. For, while they 
amused the peopl » with the discussion of speculative nice- 
ties concerning the “ law’? and the “ constitution,’ and 
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were incessantly praising the “ traditions of the elders,” 
and the “ glorious privileges they enjoyed above all 
other nations,’ these pretended patriots joined cordially 
with Herod, and the rest of the Sanhedrim, io devising 
the most iniquitous measures to stifle every appearance o f 
true political light and knowledge. 

“To both of these parties, the very name of reform was 
hateful: for the Pharisees or Whigs, though they professed 
to study the interest of the people, were bent solely on 
their own selfish aggrandizement. Instead of a reform, 
they wished, above all things, to uphold the existing 
abuses, and, under pretence of enlightening the minds of 
the people, to keep them in a state of darkness, i ignorance, 
and slavery. It is true, these Pharisees or W hies were 
possessed of a far greater share of talent than the Tory, 
Sadducee, and Herodian party: and thus retained a far 
stronger influence on the public opinion. But this talent 
and influence were by them perverted, to suit their own 
selfish views; while the welfare of the people was en- 
tirely disregarded. 

Accordingly, in our Lord’s discourses, we observe the 
main stress of his warnings and threatening invariably di- 
rected against the Pharisee or Whig party, as being the 
more intelligent, plausible, and dangerous of the two.— 
He points out their total departure from the spirit of that 

law’? which they professed to revere,—their vile hypo- 
crisy, selfishness, cunning, and unprincipled ambition.— 
He shew ed, that, under a more specious guise, their cor- 
rupt hearts were as much devoted, as those of the Sad- 
ducees, to political idols, end the outward shew and for- 
malities of the Mosaic ceremony, abstiacted entirely from 
its spiritual or moral meaning.” 

Nothing can be more accurate than this description 
Lord Sidmouth, Lord Grenville, Lord Liverpool, Lord 
Eldon, Mr. Canning, and the whole host of place-men, 
and those who would be place-men, see their features 
in it at full length;—and as it is drawn from a 
source which they profess to believe cannot be errone- 
ous, We trust they will acknowledge the likeness, go home 
to their closets, repent, and ask forgiveness for as many 
sins as could disgrace nobility and official dignity. There 
are some other choice morsels to be met with in this 


pamphlet, which will startle many of our dignitaries. Se 
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far from finding ‘monarchy, and the slave-trade congenia! 
with, or derived from the Christien or Jewish revelation, 
the writer pretends that boui are abhorrent to them—that 
the essence of Christian policy is a aioe system of 
government, in which the rigitsof all are guaranteed to 
all. We wish the writer were a bishop. He would do 
some service to‘ the bench,” aud perhaps to “ the state,” 
if he could make them all Sfigachristiaus as he is. Many 
of our readers might notagree wi:h the theology he tea- 
ches; but they must ail admire the energy With which he 
ineuleates the principles of general liberty ; and the 
strength with which he exposes the corrup stions of the 
day. 
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